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3 » 1951 


Hon* IDwiglkt !'• Els«nheir»ri 
President ©f tfa« 3ml&©d Statea, 
The ihtt# Heuse, 

¥»«hlngt'On» D* C* 

Dear PreEidenti 


timr well-wishers have again been bitterly cisapfoisi e 
this year by y©ar evident Inability to sake the neeeeoajfy >lrstM 
cmts lii SoYtrrjiint sfendiag which are absolutely eeetntii'i" tc 
Merieen capitalistic yystcea, the sooialietlc buretmerttav -ml 
the left! sh one-party press which poison the air of r.eshxngtor 
seem to have largely inhibited any conttructiv© efforts in shi-. 
direction* 


Probably «©at exeeutlve d^wirtaenLs cotald *^ork 'sort: uf 
flciently if their personnel were cut by 25;^» but in eo«« l-i£€ > 
wach larger econoales are posaibl#. 


The foreign give-away prOtjram has been made nore Imm 
crous than ever by gifts to Comiatmist Poland and tito , a a '. sli 
to Behru and Soekarno. Eepubllcan enndldatos knm? well th it 
they must repudiate such follies If they are to have any E.-iareo f 
election* 


Among the wilder new eaEtrevanganeea in the new t 
a billion or so for ®o-calied Federal aid to education* 
trouble with American education in the past 25 years has st 
lack of f\md?i» but faulty leadership of the Katioiial Ldua.T 
©oelatimi and the Teachers* CollagcE. The controlling hi? 
hae been more interested In teachlnii the children coliecti 
than in sharpening their thinking processes. This is th« 
basis, whethor admitted or not, of abolishing competitive 
and granting automatic pr^otioas. These dangerous doctri 
show no great concern th«t these policies have led to jur«f 
doitlchness aid delinquency on agraiuS scale. Furthermorei 
absurd echeme of these ^frontier thinkers" to disp«m-e wi;, 
alphabet la readini Instruction, ssid revert to picture re-- 
baaed on the configuration of words, Ime ©lone without qi*i 
set back the Instruction of pupils % at least a whol© ym 
tides depriving th^ of the invaluisble logical training d* 
from the building letters into, syllablfs, and ^^abie| U 
words. This "piSgreesive" methot d picture-rsiainE If ic 
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Hoa* ij, ^iac-.nhcfr--er 


, pr«-&lphafe«t;icai scripts of tte ## 

Wia &t Itfasb th« pictures then use^ iiai ■ ©-n-: 

f tdoas they repre'3tnit‘-ci, while words #p«».i.ied »^l-“ 

phshstlc&ily of sours® hs*ve r*® pictorial slgnifiesES# wiiatsv'-r* 

E«s®i'itl/ saharTfe-sseei by outbursts or aiJijr/ psr^^-iitn 
who kciV# Just isaraod why Johnny cefi*t rsatd, the s4uc®.tii soli" 
dtotators whtls too proud to adslt thsir iross blunclor * h/»irt 
taJfesa refuge la the satcu^s that they row ute a eosihiiUit l^. c -5 ,- 
phabetissi WiO plctiire rcadini;,, - rush ss if a teacher '>:5f «ir itn- 
.aetis^ sought teach log that two a.-id oaks fiv%» off'srso t ■» 
s®iaprOial»s Oh four and a. h<jlfl 

the 'Modern” rulere of education Mv« aade a 

saess out of such t simple probloja as roBdln.^ liistruetlOR , cmhh c-j 
gu«»» how well they have handed the more coiapleat subject®. Let;;- 
lag could be iijor© foolish than to p'Iv® these bureeucrat?* aioro 
pwer In the forsa of Federal aid. Tht^y should be left tr hr bed it 
with at the local level by th# thousand? of fine tatchtr*? and ^l£- 
liWBkS of parents snd taxp«y^ 2 '« whom they h';v« shOfselestly w'1b* 4 
and deceived for the last 2$ y«4ro, nt the seise t:LB*, th© FtKltr'i 
Bureau e? Educetlosi which h&s been either their dupe er their one** 
t&gonisti sight well fee aboll&l*edj to save soney for . te t<aniW4y s.-. t. 
end sake doubly clear thi^t education ® lecal setter, not to few 
meddled with by our va&tly evergrofla Federal establish^effet . 

Faithfully your a, 


WATSON WASHBURN 


m- sMiSj 


P.S.— m* foll«?wla« wise thoughts which you «ipro»«oil ss rrasldaiit 

of Celusbla uaiversifey In 1949 soe» sore appropriate than e^ er 


uowi 


*I vmiM flatly oppose any grant by the Fedsaral 
aoT»m^t to ®11 atatca In tha ision for eiueatloaBl 
i«h a ^Ify ♦ eoisplettly doe^ 


IRirpimee, 


local 

9t^' 


^^,40 watihruX efonoiy that eoaiw 

^«a over loeal en^di tores or r^^ftf^es'N 

f5r ft*ak3.y, I flnaly believe that the mm ¥ 
who urate rraater and ssreater centra lisatiflK 0 * sol 


me 

who' urge greater and greater centra liaatl^«l" or autlsw'ity 
and greater dependonde upon tha Federal ft^sdry are real’ 

thwt ^at eaa be an^yedf agalnat^a.*^ 
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